Manhood and Womanhood in the Home and the Church
Genesis 3
Biblical Complementarianism:
Men and women are co-equals in the sight of God because both are made in God’s image,
and they have distinct roles in God’s design (though often overlapping) that are intended to
work together in beautiful harmony for God’s glory.
A mature man of God is a Spirit-filled man who is eager to lead, provide for, and protect
women and children with appropriate love, courage, and gentleness.
A mature woman of God is a Spirit-filled woman who is eager to support the worthy
leadership, protection, and provision of men with enthusiasm, resourcefulness, and
discernment.
From the Baptist Faith and Message:
“The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God's
image. The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A husband is
to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide
for, to protect, and to lead his family. A wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant
leadership of her husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of Christ.
She, being in the image of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has the God-given
responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper in managing the household
and nurturing the next generation.”
Genesis 3:1-3
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?" 2
And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God
said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you
touch it, lest you die.'"
Genesis 3:4-5
But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
Genesis 3:6
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.
What went wrong from the standpoint of biblical complementarianism?
1. The serpent targeted the woman in order to usurp the headship of the man.

2. The woman operated outside the umbrella of her husband’s headship.
3. The man miserably failed to lead, provide for, and protect his wife.
Genesis 3:7
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig
leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
Genesis 3:8-9
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the
garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?"
Genesis 3:10-12
And he said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and
I hid myself." 11 He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of
which I commanded you not to eat?" 12 The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with
me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate."
Genesis 3:13
Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said,
"The serpent deceived me, and I ate."
Genesis 3:14-15
The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you above all
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all
the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."
Genesis 3:16
To the woman he said, "I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring
forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you."
Genesis 4:6-7
The LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do well,
will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for
you, but you must rule over it."
All the problems with marriage that we see in the world are not because of God’s design of
headship and submission, but because of sin’s impact upon headship and submission.
Genesis 3:17-19
And to Adam he said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the
tree of which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in
pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;

and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return."
Frustration: Escalating anger that comes from the pushback of a fallen world against living
well and doing things right.
- The pushback of the imperfect fallen world around you.
- The pushback of the imperfect fallen person within you.
The more frustrated you are, the less able you are to live well and do things right.
Romans 8:1-4
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit.
The gospel should fill you with hope, understanding, and patience for your marriage not
hopelessness, exasperation and frustration!

